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quence ? The ship is cast away, and he loses his life and
goods together.

We have heard of men, who, through greediness of gain,
have brought infected goods into a nation, which bred a
plague, whereof the owners and their families perished first.
Let those among us consider this and tremble, whose houses
are privately stored with those materials of beggary and
desolation, lately brought over to be scattered like a pesti-
lence among then- countrymen, which may probably first
seize upon themselves and their families, until their houses
shall be made a dunghill.

I shall mention one practice more, by which the meanest
instruments often succeed hi doing public mischief; and
this is by deceiving us with plausible arguments, to make us
believe that the most ruinous project they can offer is
intended for our good, as it happened in the case so often
mentioned. For the poor ignorant people, allured by the
appearing convenience in their small dealings, did not dis-
cover the serpent in the brass,1 but were ready, like the
Israelites, to offer incense to it; neither could the wisdom
of the nation convince them, until some, of good intentions,
made the cheat so plain to their sight, that those who run
may read. And thus the design was to treat us, in every
point, as the Philistines treated Samson, (I mean when he
was betrayed by Delilah) first to put out our eyes, and then
bind us with fetters of brass.

I proceed to the last thing I proposed, which was to shew
you that all wilful injuries done to the public, are very great
and aggravated sins in the sight of God.

First: It is apparent from Scripture, and most agreeable to
reason, that the safety and welfare of nations are under the
most peculiar care of God's providence. Thus He promised
Abraham to save Sodom, if only ten righteous men could be
found in it. Thus the reason which God gave to Jonas for
not destroying Nineveh was, because there were six score
thousand men in that city.

All government is from God, Who is the God of order,
and therefore whoever attempts to breed confusion or dis-
turbance among a people, doth his utmost to take the

1 " Brass " may be read " Wood's halfpence."   [T. SO